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Background 

1. The management of grass areas is an important grounds maintenance function with a 
significant amount of time and resource allocated towards it.  
 

2. There are different management methods used throughout Bournemouth, Christchurch and 
Poole. This is largely determined by the designation and use of the land. The adopted 
management practice for a given area will influence a number of factors. These are as follows: 
 

a. Time required to carry out operations 
 

b. Resources needed, including the requirement for dedicated teams and machinery 
 

c. When to undertake operations i.e. time of year and frequency  
 

3. Management of grass areas will also have an impact on wildlife and the environment and this 
varies depending on the method used.  
 

4. Increased environmental awareness, ongoing financial pressures and the Council’s 
declaration of a Climate and Ecological Emergency (and pledge to become carbon neutral by 
2030) has resulted in a need to review the management of grass areas throughout BCP and 
implement sustainable, ecologically sound practices.  
 

5. These grass management practices must contribute to the required reduction in carbon 
emissions whilst remaining within current and future budget constraints, and also meet 
approved levels of public satisfaction.    

6. Implementation of agreed management methods will also contribute towards consistency of 
operations throughout the combined Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council area.  
 

7. A full description of current methods of management are outline in appendix 1  
 



Summary of Current Management Methods 

 
8. There are a range of grass management methods used throughout BCP, each with a varying 

degree of impact on the environment and the use of resources. In some areas a combination 
of grass management methods are used. This highlights the need for a grass management 
strategy that recognises the different operational methods required to achieve a desired 
outcome, whilst also addressing the issue of environmental sustainability. 
 

9. Any future grass management policy will need to be linked to the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy, Climate Change & Ecological Action Plan and other policies relating to climate 
change mitigation, such as fleet replacement programmes as well as the National Pollinator 
Strategy and B-Lines 
 

Proposed Future Management of Grassland and Factors for Consideration Prior to Adopting 
Changes 

 

Establishment of Grass Meadows 

 

10. Regular cutting of amenity grass areas, irrespective of location and the amount of use they 
receive is a traditional practice largely undertaken to maintain an accepted appearance.  
 

11. In parks and open spaces this has resulted in many hectares of ‘green desert’; expanses of 
closely mown grass that are rarely used for the types of recreational activities where short 
grass is essential. They can also lack diversity with regards to visual appearance and the 
species that they support.  
 

12. In recent years, an increased awareness of environmental issues has already resulted in a 
change to some traditional practices. One of these is to identify areas, generally within amenity 
grass and highway verge, and manage them as grass meadows.  
 

13. The establishment of grass meadows can have a number of potential benefits. For example 
 

 
a. Increase in biodiversity. By creating conditions that support a range of plants and 

wildlife, in particular pollinators which have suffered widespread decline. 
 

b. Reduction in atmospheric pollution. By trapping potentially harmful airborne 
particulates. 
 

c. Carbon sequestration. By removing CO2 from the atmosphere and storing it in the 
soil. 
 

d. Redeployment of resources to priority areas. For example, to areas that do require 
more frequent cutting such as sports pitches.   
 

e. Reduction of CO2 emissions. If there is an overall reduction in machinery usage. 
 

f. Reduction in operational costs. If an overall reduction in the use of resources is 
achieved. 
 



g. Reduction in soil nutrients. Produces less vigorous growth resulting in a reduction 
of arising requiring disposal. Aids in the establishment of a variety of species rather 
than supporting predominantly vigorous grasses.  
 

14. A major consideration for the establishment of meadows in relation to the Council’s declaration 
of a climate emergency is their importance in carbon sequestration and increasing biodiversity.  
Grassland (which includes highway verge and public open space) has a significant role in 
carbon capture and storage. 
 

15. Research suggests that cutting grass and removing the clippings (best practise for meadow 
management) does not have a significant negative impact on carbon levels in grassland 
because most of the carbon is stored in roots and organic matter in the soil.  
 

16. Species rich grasslands are thought to store more carbon than those that are less diverse 
further highlighting the benefits of increasing biodiversity. 
 

17. Although the frequency of cutting a given area would be significantly reduced by creating a 
meadow, these areas still require a degree of management. This involves the cutting and 
removal of arisings (clippings) at least once per year.  
 

18. Depending on the size of the meadow, this operation often requires the use of specialist tractor 
mounted or tractor trailed machinery. The cost of this equipment can range from £15,000 to 
£63,000 for larger capacity machines.  
 

19. An increase in the size and number of grass and floral meadow areas across BCP will result 
in the need to invest in appropriate machinery. 
 

20. SANGs (Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspaces, established to protect internationally 
important areas of nature conservation) often feature large meadow areas. An increase in the 
number of SANGs and a general change in ethos to create more semi-natural areas when 
developing open spaces has already highlighted the need for more suitable equipment in order 
to maintain these sites.  
 

21. Cutting and collecting large areas of meadow can be a resource intensive operation. Further 
analysis would be required to determine the carbon emissions of annual cut and collect 
operations compared to regular mowing throughout the growing season.  
 

22. There is a relatively small window of opportunity to cut and collect meadow areas. It is usually 
undertaken in late summer through to early autumn, with operations needing to be completed 
before ground conditions become unsuitable for heavy equipment. This means that demand 
for machinery during this time is very high, limiting it’s availability for other tasks.  
 

23. Extending the cut and collect period and starting operations earlier could result in additional 
cuts being needed if there was a lot of regrowth. Any additional grounds maintenance 
operations using diesel powered machinery will result in an increase in carbon emissions. 
 

24. The sowing of Yellow Rattle could be used to impede grass growth.  If good establishment is 
achieved, there will be a reduction in material to be removed and will also therefore be quicker 
to cut. This will also reduce further as the nutrients become depleted. The plant itself also 
provides a source of nectar. 
 

 

 



Increase in Number and Size of Floral Meadows 

 

25. Floral meadows have the same potential benefits as grass meadows. In addition to this, a 
wider diversity of species can be established in a shorter space of time and the seed mix can 
be chosen for specific colours and plant types. 
  

26. The creation of perennial meadows should only require the ground to be prepared once in the 
first year (with the right growing conditions and appropriate maintenance) compared to the 
need for repeated ground preparation and sowing over several years for the establishment of 
annual meadows. Therefore, the establishment of perennial meadows uses less resource long 
term with the potential to reduce carbon emissions. 
 

27. The ecological benefits of flower meadows are well documented. However, there tends to be 
a reliance on the use of herbicides to prepare the areas ready for sowing.  A clean, weed free 
seed bed is crucial to the successful establishment of flower meadows and the application of 
herbicides in ground preparation is a cheap, effective and reliable method of achieving this. 
Wildflower seed is relatively expensive compared to grass seed costing between £250 and 
£750 more per kilo. It is important to ensure that any money spent on the seed isn’t wasted 
as a result of poor preparation.  
 

28. There are other options for ground preparation such as the physical removal of existing 
vegetation and topsoil or deep cultivation of the ground to bury any weed seed. The efficacy 
and impacts of these methods would require further investigation.  
 

Reduction in Cutting Frequency  

 
29. An alternative to managing areas as meadow would be to reduce the cutting frequency to two 

or three times a year. Rather than remove the clippings they would be left on the ground to 
break down naturally. 
 

30. This could result in some of the same benefits of managing areas as meadow, such as a 
reduction in CO2 emissions, carbon sequestration, redeployment of resources and the 
potential reduction in operational costs.  
 

31. Reducing the frequency of cuts will result in the need to mow areas of longer, thicker grass. 
Again, investment in more appropriate machinery would need to be considered. For example, 
flail mowers are better designed for cutting longer grass than some traditional rotary mowers. 
A new ride-on mower costing in the region of £25,000 will typically be £1000 more expensive 
if fitted with a flail deck. This would need to be accounted for in any future machinery 
replacement budget. 
  

32. Without removing the cut grass, an increase in biodiversity and the associated benefits would 
be harder to achieve with this method of management. Also, by continuing to return nutrients 
to the soil through the breakdown of the clippings the rate of growth would remain unchanged.   
 

Reduction in Backing Up 

 

33. The frequency of backing up around obstacles could be reduced, saving time and focussing 
the use of resources elsewhere.  
 



34. Backing up around mature trees could be discontinued in many locations. Allowing grass to 
grow around tree bases would reduce the risk of damage to the trunk and roots from grass 
cutting machinery. Compaction of the ground under the canopy of the tree could be prevented, 
helping to maintain a healthy root system. 
 

35. Discontinuing the application of herbicides to suppress growth around obstacles and along 
fence lines would support the Council’s long-term commitment to phasing out the use of 
chemicals wherever practicable.  
 

36. However, the application of herbicide to suppress the growth of grass around obstacles can 
significantly reduce the time taken to complete a grass cutting round. Stopping or reducing 
backing up around some obstacles will speed up operations, however not cutting around 
features such as benches and low knee rails could result in them becoming unusable or 
unsafe.   
 

37. If there is still a requirement to maintain shorter grass around obstacles, without the use of 
herbicides, this would need to be carried out manually. Seasonal agency workers are often 
employed to undertake backing up operations on grass rounds. In some cases, the use of 
herbicide to manage grass growth around obstacles has removed the need to employ 
seasonal staff, resulting in a saving for the authority.  In some locations, it may be possible for 
local communities to maintain specific sites. 
 
 

Hay Meadows 

 

38. Another option could be to explore the potential to manage some areas as hay meadow. This 
has been done successfully on some countryside sites. It is often a mutually beneficial 
arrangement whereby the contractor harvests the hay to sell and the Council benefits by 
having the area cut and the arisings removed at no cost to the authority. This is in addition to 
the environmental benefits of hay meadows. At times some of the hay harvested by the 
contractor has been retained by the Council. It is utilised for Countryside management 
activities and is also sold to members of the public.  
 

39. The value of the hay cut from hay meadows depends on its quality. This can be affected by 
the plant species present within the meadow and also the level of contamination. Caution must 
be taken that the hay does not include toxic plants such as Ragwort, if it is to be sold as forage. 
If the hay meadows are in an area that can be easily accessed by the public there is a risk of 
contamination from litter and dog faeces. Atmospheric pollutants can also contaminate the 
meadows. For these reasons, location is a key factor in the ability to harvest the hay.  
 

40. Hay also has a market value that can go up or down. If the market value or the quality is low, 
then the contractor may charge to harvest it.  
 

41. Specialist equipment is required to harvest the hay. Contractors use their own equipment for 
this activity. Further research would be required to determine if investment in this machinery 
would be a viable option for the Council going forward.  
 

Disposal of Arisings (Clippings) 

 
42. Managing areas as meadow according to best practice requires the removal of arisings. This 

can generate a large amount of green waste that needs to be disposed of.  
 



43. It costs the Council approximately £45 per tonne to send green waste to a recycling centre to 
be composted. In Poole alone just under 170 tonnes of green waste was removed from grass 
meadow sites last year. This also involves transport from the site of cutting to the site of 
disposal, adding to the carbon footprint. 
 

44. Disposing of arisings on site and letting them break down naturally is a more economical 
option. However, it may not be possible to dispose of clippings on all sites, especially if there 
is a large quantity.  
 

45. To determine suitability for onsite disposal a number of factors need to be considered: 
 

a. Proximity to properties and water courses. Decomposing grass can produce 
unpleasant odours and leachates. Grass piles should be a suitable distance away from 
houses and water courses. 
 

b. Position. Large piles of decomposing grass can be considered unsightly so should be 
located out of view of properties, roads and footpaths etc.  

 
46. Fly-tipping of green waste on public open space is a common problem and the Council will 

take enforcement action against offenders if there is sufficient evidence. By tipping large piles 
of grass clippings on site the Council could be at risk of giving conflicting messages to the 
public. 

 

Other Changes to Cutting Regimes 

 
47. In addition to establishing meadows in accordance with best practice (cutting and collecting 

at least once per year) and reducing the frequency of cuts to two or three times per year, there 
are many other potential variations on the management of amenity grass and highway verges 
with the aim of improving financial and environmental sustainability. For example, some areas 
could be left uncut indefinitely (in effect rewilding the sites), cut and collected every other year 
or cut annually leaving the clippings on the ground. 
 

48. Limiting factors such as the availability of resources and the ability to dispose of clippings 
means that there is a need to explore a number of grass management options. Conducting 
trials of various methods will enable the feasibility and impacts to be assessed. 
 

49. Taking a strategic approach to grass management will help to ensure that future operations 
are financially and environmentally sustainable and that they remain so long term.  
 

Public Expectations and Communications 

 
50. Grass areas are widespread and are often in highly visible locations such as along roadsides 

and in residential areas. Therefore, changes in management are noticed by a significant 
number of residents and visitors to the area. How grass areas are managed can be an emotive 
subject, especially if people are opposed to any changes in procedure.  
 

51. In the past there has been strong public reaction to changes in grass management in 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole.  
 

52. It is not uncommon for a reduction in cutting frequency or establishment of a grass meadow 
to result in an increase in complaints received by the Council. Local media has been used to 



voice the dissatisfaction of some residents in the past. Other residents have organised 
petitions and lobbied Cllrs with the aim of reinstating more regular cutting schedules.  
 

53. A number of reasons are often given for the objection to areas of long grass. Common 
concerns or reasons are: 
 

a. Areas are unsightly 
 

b. Increased fire risk of long grass in hot weather 
 

c. Dog owners would find it difficult to pick up after their pets or would simply choose not 
to bother 
 

d. Depriving public of space intended to be used for recreational activities 
 

e. Increased risk of tick and/or snake bites due to their (perceived) presence in long 
grass. 
 

54. Previous changes in grass management have also resulted in positive feedback from 
residents who support the Councils objectives of increasing biodiversity and improving 
conditions for wildlife. 
 

55. Examples of positive feedback are: 
 

a. A noticeable increase in bird and insect numbers 
 

b. Pleasure at seeing wildflowers in bloom 
 

c. Public have been inspired to create meadows in their own gardens 
 

d. Pleased that the Councils are implementing measures to protect wildlife  
 

e. Being able to enjoy wildlife with children with increased biodiversity on the doorstep. 
 

56. Increasingly the Council is being contacted by residents who would like to see more areas left 
uncut. Some people complain that certain sites are still regularly cut and feel that the Council 
is not doing enough to protect the environment.  
 

57. Being clear on the reasons why changes to management practices are needed is important in 
order to manage public expectations. Making sure this information is freely available on the 
BCP website and social media pages help to promote the Councils commitment to tackling 
climate change.  
 

58. On site notices and interpretation boards can be used to explain why an area has been left 
uncut and proved to be highly effective through changes for verge management by Dorset 
County Council. Public engagement activities can help to promote the reasons for establishing 
meadows or making changes to cutting regimes. 
 

59. A consistent message from all areas of the Council is needed for the long-term success and 
acceptance of changes to grass management practices. 
 
 

60. In order to maintain a level of support, changes can be introduced on a trial basis initially, prior 
to being carried out on a larger scale. This helps to gauge public opinion and if necessary 



communications can be developed to address concerns or adjustments to the management 
practices can be made.  
 

61. Although complaints are still received for some areas that had the cutting frequency reduced 
many years ago, an increased awareness of environmental issues and meadows becoming a 
more familiar feature, has led to greater acceptance and a reduction in the number of 
complaints overall.  
 

Next steps 

 
62. In order to change our practices in the management of grassland areas, the next steps are 

proposed:  
 

a. Identify areas for the establishment of grass meadows. For a list of suggested 
sites for changes in grass management methods please see appendix 2 
 
Suitability of these sites to be based on the following criteria: 

 

i. Ideally, there must be a suitable location to dispose of arisings on site i.e. out 
of view and an appropriate distance away from watercourses and properties.  
 

ii. There must be sufficient access for maintenance machinery 
 

iii. Target areas with richer diversity 
 

iv. Larger sites to have a border cut around the perimeter and mown pathways as 
appropriate. 

 
v. Must be close to, or border other amenity space so that residents and visitors 

still have access to areas for recreational use 
 

vi. If in open spaces the area must be large enough to accommodate a meadow 
without having a major impact on recreational use.  
  

63. Conduct trials in order to analyse the impact of various grass management methods. 
 

64. Discontinue the use of herbicide to supress growth around obstacles 
 

65. Discontinue cutting grass around the base of mature trees 
 

66. Reduce backing up operations in areas that won’t have a negative impact on safety. 
 

67. Identify areas for the establishment of perennial meadows to increase biodiversity 
 

68. Convert existing annual meadows to perennial meadows where practicable 
 

69. Discontinue use of herbicides for ground preparation of meadow sites and conduct 
trials of alternative methods.   
 

 

 



Summary of financial implications 

 
70. Further analysis would be required to determine specific financial implications of 

recommendations. There is the potential to save money from reduction in operations, fuel 
costs and reduced spend on agency staff; however, some investment in materials, machinery 
and equipment is likely to be needed. 
 

Summary of legal implications 

 

71. There is a requirement to register a U13 exemption with the Environment Agency to dispose 
of clippings on highway verge 

 

72. Grassland management regimes must take due consideration to statutory requirements under 
the Highways Act to maintain sight lines around junctions and major intersections. 
 

Summary of human resources implications 

 
73. There are no human resource implications arising from these recommendations 

 

Summary of sustainability impact 

 
74. The aim of the recommendations in this report is to reduce carbon emissions and herbicide 

use and increase carbon capture and biodiversity.  
 

75. The recommendations are intended to contribute to the Council achieving carbon neutral 
status by 2030 and improve conditions for wildlife. 
 

Summary of public health implications 

 
76. The recommendations are intended to increase biodiversity and mitigate the negative impact 

of climate change therefore improving public health and wellbeing. 
 

Summary of equality implications 

 
77. There are no equality implications arising from the recommendations. 

 

Summary of risk assessment 

78. There is a potential for reputational risk to the Council if there is strong opposition to 
recommended changes in management and a lack of public support. Meadow areas may be 
perceived as untidy or neglected. Good communications and a clear rationale on the need for 
change will help to mitigate this risk and garner public support. 
 

 

 



Background papers 

79. Natural England Research Report (2012): Carbon storage by habitat: Review of the evidence 
of impacts of management decisions and condition of carbon stores and sources (NERR043) 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/1412347 
 

80. Plantlife Publications (2019): Managing Grassland Road Verges: A Best Practice Guide 
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/publications/road-verge-management-guide 

 

Appendices   

Appendix 1 – Current grass management methods 

Appendix 2 – Proposed sites for changes to grass cutting maintenance regimes 

  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/1412347
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/publications/road-verge-management-guide


Appendix 1 – Current Grass Management Methods 

1. General Amenity Grass  
 
1.1. Includes areas within parks and open spaces that are predominantly used for recreation but 

have no specific management requirements unlike other areas such as sports pitches and 
floral meadows. 
 

1.2. Along with highway verge general amenity grass makes up the majority of total grass areas 
manged by the Council. 
 

1.3. A significant amount of time and resource is spent maintaining these areas. Amenity grass 
tends to be cut short on a regular basis throughout the growing season, usually as part of a 
maintenance round. The current cutting frequency is approximately every 5-6 weeks 
throughout Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. Grass is cut, and the clippings are left on 
the surface to break down naturally. During the winter months many of these areas also have 
the edges cut back to prevent grass encroaching onto adjacent footpaths.  At present 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole have 9 grass cutting teams dedicated to maintaining 
these areas for much of the year. A range of equipment is used, and this includes 18 ride-on 
mowers plus vans, strimmer’s, blowers and pedestrian mowers. Tractors and gang mowers 
are also used to cut larger areas of amenity grass.  
 

1.4. Currently all machinery used on the grass rounds is diesel or petrol powered. Battery powered 
hand-held machinery is used for other grounds maintenance tasks such as hedge cutting. 
Further investment in more battery powered equipment is planned and this will include 
machinery used on grass rounds. 

 
2. Backing Up 

 
2.1. Backing up involves cutting around obstacles such as bollards, benches and trees and any 

other area that the larger mowers have not been able to reach. It also involves clearing cut 
grass off of footpaths etc.  
 

2.2. Ride-on mowers can back up larger areas cut by tractor mounted machinery. Most areas of 
highway verge and amenity grass are backed up using petrol powered strimmer’s and 
blowers.  

 
2.3. Backing up is a key element of amenity grass management. Grass cutting teams often have 

staff dedicated to this task throughout the growing season. 
  

2.4. Grass around obstacles and along fence lines can also be treated with herbicides to supress 
its growth, reducing the need for cutting. 

 
3. High Amenity 

 
3.1. Include areas of fine turf (e.g. golf greens and ornamental lawns) and sites that are cut 

frequently for a more formal appearance. These areas tend to be in higher profile sites such 
as Lower Gardens, Poole Park and New Zealand Gardens and are often cut several times a 
week during the growing season. 
  

3.2. Other operations to maintain these areas can include, weed or disease treatments, 
application of fertilisers, aeration, and renovation works. This can involve the use of powered 
machinery, hand tools and the use of some chemicals. 

 
 



4. Sports Pitches 
 
4.1. A number of sports pitches are maintained within the BCP area. These include football, rugby 

and cricket pitches. The cutting of football and rugby pitches can be incorporated in amenity 
grass cutting rounds or they may require additional cuts depending on usage. A combination 
of tractor mounted/trailed, ride-on and pedestrian equipment is used to maintain these areas. 
When football pitches, rugby pitches and cricket outfields are cut the clippings are left on the 
ground. On cricket squares the clippings are removed. Other maintenance requirements are 
similar to those of fine turf and high amenity areas. 
  

4.2. The Council also manages Queens Park Golf Course which includes areas of fine turf, high 
amenity and amenity grass and sections of more natural grassland. Each of these areas 
requires specific management practices. 

 
5. Grass Meadows 

 
5.1. A number of grass meadow sites exist throughout Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. 

These areas are generally cut once a year and the arisings (clippings) are collected. The 
clippings are disposed of on site in areas allocated for this purpose or they are taken off site 
and treated as green waste. 
  

5.2. The perimeters of some meadows are cut to prevent vegetation overhanging paths. This also 
serves to convey a “maintained” appearance by showing that the meadow has been left uncut 
intentionally rather than being missed. Footpaths are also often cut through larger meadow 
sites. 
 

5.3. Grass meadows are created in areas that are known to have desirable plants already present 
or where the aim is to increase the number of different species (i.e. increase the biodiversity) 
throughout the site. This is achieved by leaving the area uncut throughout most of the year 
allowing plants to establish. This will not only benefit the plants themselves but will also 
support populations of insects, birds and mammals.  
 

5.4. Nutrient levels within the soil of grass meadows need to be managed and this requires the 
removal of cuttings after the plants have flowered and set seed. There is the potential for 
more vigorous plants to outcompete desired species if nutrient levels are too high. If the areas 
are left uncut indefinitely there is a risk that unwanted plants can become established. 
 

5.5. Depending on the size of the meadow, the equipment used can include tractor mounted, 
tractor trailed or ride-on cut and collectors. Very small areas can be cut with pedestrian 
mowers.  
 

6. Flower Meadows 
 
6.1. Flower meadows (often referred to as wildflower meadows, although not technically correct) 

are areas, usually within highway verges or amenity grass that have been sown with an 
annual or perennial flowering seed mix.  
 

6.2. To improve the chances of successful germination the seed has to be sown onto a clean, 
weed free seed bed. It is common practice to treat areas with herbicide to remove existing 
vegetation as part of the preparation process. 

 
6.3. Annual meadow areas may need to be prepared and re-sown annually for several years in 

order to build up enough seed in the ground to achieve the desired display, although this 
might be viewed as a high-risk strategy as without a degree of soil disturbance, annuals will 
be depleted. 



 
6.4. Perennial meadows also require a clean seed bed prior to sowing and the preparation is the 

same as for annual meadows. In the right conditions and with appropriate management, 
perennial plants will bloom year after year, therefore these areas do not need to be prepared 
and reseeded annually.   
 

6.5. Maintenance involves cutting and removing the vegetation after the majority of plants have 
flowered in order to manage nutrient levels in the soil, periodic removal of weeds as and when 
required and allows for additional seed drop.  This is a time-consuming and relatively 
specialist task as it requires species identification and then careful and effective removal, 
especially when over a large meadow area. 
 

7. Highway Verges 
 
7.1. The management practice for highway verges tends to be determined according to their 

location, size and the classification of road. Verges on high speed roads or main arterial 
routes that require traffic management in order to undertake work may be cut less frequently 
than verges on quieter roads in residential areas. 
  

7.2. Some sections of highway verge are managed as grass and flower meadow. Some verges 
and roundabouts in high profile areas may be managed in a similar way to high amenity sites, 
with a higher frequency of cut and removal of clippings.   
 

7.3. The majority of verges are cut on a cyclical basis as part of the general grass cutting rounds.   
 

7.4. For safety, site lines at the approaches to junctions are mown on all verges to enable road 
users to see oncoming traffic.  

 
8. Conservation/Natural Habitat Grass Management 

 
8.1. Some countryside/natural habitat sites are grazed as part of their management. This includes 

areas of heathland, salt marsh, water meadow and grazing pasture. 
  

8.2. Other areas are managed as grass or hay meadow. Hay is harvested by an external 
contractor, bailed and taken off site. Hay meadows may also be managed using a 
combination of cut and collect and grazing.  This regime will also allow for additional seed 
drop. 

  



Appendix 2 

Sites identified for potential changes to grass cutting maintenance regimes 

This list needs further development to implement a programme over a 5-year period. Initial trials will 

be undertaken to achieve a greater understanding of methodology, operational practice, machinery 

requirements and lessons learnt from successes or failure to establish a meadow culture. The number 

and location of sites subject to changes in maintenance may therefore change overtime based on our 

continued learning. These sites will be in addition to areas already managed as meadow or where 

cutting frequency has already been reduced. 

Legacy Bournemouth 

Sites currently cut 6/7 times per growing season.  Identified as suitable trial areas to leave uncut 

throughout the growing season. The grass will then be cut and left on the surface. Boundaries and 

footpaths through the sites will be cut where feasible. 

O/S Brook Road  

O/S Brook Road Junction with East Howe Lane 

O/S Howeth Road Junction with East Howe Lane 

Highlands Crescent grass crescent area 

O/S Green Lane (school field verge) 

O/S South Kinson Drive (opposite Paget Road) often parking on this verge 

O/S South Kinson drive Junction with Montgomery Ave 2 plots 

O/S Kinson Road Junction with East Howe Lane opposite Erickson Rd 

O/S St Merrins Close Junction with Merry Fields Lane 

O/S Merryfields Lane end of  

O/S Draper Road (Trac)  

O/S Pilot Hight Road areas either side of alleyway to Moore Ave  

Batchelor Road/ Batchelor Crescent – crescent of grass cut football & paths (Trac)  

Turbary Park Ave edge alongside Turbary Common past West Howe Industrial Estate to Poole Lane. Also 

across Turbary only cut one path at Dawes Ave end – check if fire break 

O/S Verney Road Junction with Fernheath on Fernheath Valley side 

O/S Holloway Ave Junction with Poole Lane strip outside school 

O/S Durdells Gardens Old play area (have tried to leave by received complaints this time cut pathways?)  



O/S Ansty Close on Linmead drive side  

O/S Creasey road two plots on School side at Woodfield Road end 

O/S Deacon Gardens by play area 

O/S Poole Lane Opposite Moore Ave 

Kinson Manor strip round edge of field (would need to discuss with resident sports club) 

Keeble estate grass block at rear of play area 

Keeble estate area round basket ball  

O/S Oxford Lane at end meeting with Junction Townsend Close 

O/S Roosevelt Crescent island at Berrans Ave end 

O/S New Road Junction with Wimborne Road 

O/S Northbourne Ave Junction with Wimborne Road 

O/S Northbourne Ave Junction with Leybourne Ave either side of junction 

O/S Leybourne Ave Junction with Hoxley Road 

O/S Brierley Road Junction with Leybourne Ave either side entrance Brierley 

O/S Brockley Road Junction with Leybourne Ave either side of entrance to Brockley 

O/S Western Ave Plots along between Hoxley Road and Saxonhurst Road 

O/S Saxonhurst Road between Western Ave and Leybourne Ave 

Leybourne Ave linking with Long Road crescent grass area at end of road plus patch by Aldridge Road and 

Long Road opposite crescent 

O/S Gilham Road both sides and large bank area 

Weston Ave from Gilham Road to East Howe Lane plots on Western Close side and one on other side just 

before entrance to Western Close 

O/S Alongside East Howe Lane from Western Ave to Laybourne Ave on Western close side 

O/S Junction of East Howe Lane and Leybourne Ave on the three sections one either side East Howe Lane 

and one on closed off road leading to continuation of Leybourne Ave  

Pine vale Crescent Pathway from to Redhill Ave (cut pathway) 

O/S Garsdale Close Junction with Wimborne Road Entrance walkway to Millhams Mead LNR pathway 

needs to be cut 

O/S Pearl Road two plots on insides of Junctions with Sunningdale Crescent  



O/S Sunnymoor road Junction with Canford Ave  

O/S Tozer Close Junction with Canford Ave on Turbary side  

O/S Bascott Road Junction with Canford Ave right at end 

O/S grass areas between Downey Close and along rear of Ivamy Place (running alongside Canford Ave) 

O/S Forsyth Gardens on Walton Road side 

O/S Old Mulberry Close 

O/S Ridout Close  

 

 

Legacy Christchurch Area 

Hoburne 1 - create fields of biodiversity to include cutting outer perimeters and to include pathways to walk 

Hoburne 2 - To be left on the gang round for a picnic/ recreational  play area while the other local area’s in 

Hoburne are trialled for meadow 

Hoburne 3 - create fields of biodiversity to include cutting outer perimeters and to include pathways to walk 

Woodfield Gardens - cut outer perimeter off road only 

Nea Meadows - create fields of biodiversity to include pathways to walk. Under supervision of Robin Harley 

(HWPC) 

Mudeford Wood - in the area of mounding north and east of the play area  

Knapp Mill - create fields of biodiversity to include pathways and to cut away from play park (CTC) 

Bernards Mead - create fields of bio diversity in the area closest to wildflower mound, cut other areas as per 

usual. Leave the triangle of amenity grass closest to Barrack Road for recreational use  

River Way - create small field of bio diversity the opposite end of the football goals and leaving enough room 

Arena - cut the flats areas and bmx track only, as a high volume of wild flower grows there. Under the 

supervision of Robin Harley 

Meridians - under supervision of Robin Harley and EA 

Dragoon Way - cut pathways only 

Somerford Road - slip road margins reduced 

 

Legacy Poole Area 



Dorchester Gardens – Reduce to one cut per year. Cut and leave clippings. 

Sections of Russell Coates Playing Field – Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Sections of Haskell’s Recreation Ground - Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Parkstone Heights – Leave area to left of entrance. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on 

site. 

Mill Lane – Leave large panel between footpaths. Cut boundary 

Alton Road (junction with Conifer Avenue) – Leave middle three panels uncut 

Broadwater Avenue – area next to Broadwater Pond. Reduce to one cut per year. Cut boundaries and 

footpaths. Cut and leave clippings 

Potters Way – Large area opposite no. 6. Cut perimeter only 

Harford Road Open Space – Leave large panel between footpaths adjacent to Rossmore Road 

Mannings Heath Road – Leave for Bee Orchids and Ox-eye daisies. Cut site lines if needed 

Astbury Avenue/South Park Road – Leading to Bloxworth Avenue. Cut footpaths only. Cut and collect once 

per year. 

Stanley Green Park – Leave banks and area around MUGA. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of 

arisings on site. 

Christopher Crescent/Fleets Lane – Area around fruit trees. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings 

on site. 

Johnston Road - Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. Cut boundary and footpaths 

St Georges Playing Field – Area around trees. Cut and collect. Aim to dispose on site. 

Sterte Esplanade – Increase area managed as meadow. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings 

on site. 

Hamworthy Recreation Ground (behind Library) – Leave large sections. Cut boundary and footpaths. Cut 

and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Cobbs Quay – open space along waterfront. Cut boundary of path. Cut and collect once per year. Aim to 

dispose of clippings on site 

Dawkins Road – Open space under tree line. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Napier Road – Section of open space leading to Turlin Moor. Cut path boundary. Cut and collect once per 

year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Harbour View/Rockley - Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Turlin Moor Recreation Ground – Leave sections behind flats. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of 

arisings on site. 

Harbourside Park – Cut bunds once per year. Cut and drop. Extend existing meadow area. Cut and collect 

once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 



Queen Anne Drive/Magna Road verges – Combination of cut and collect and cut and drop 

Rempstone Road – Verge parallel to no. 59. Cut and collect 

Sopwith Crescent Open Space – Cut footpaths and boundaries where necessary. Cut and collect – identify 

areas for disposal of clippings.  

Dukes Drive – Triangle under trees. Cut and drop 

Broadstone Way verges – Cut and drop.  

Sandford Way – Junction with Lytchett Drive. Cut and collect once per year.  

Martin Close – Area next to no. 38. Cut and drop. 

Upton Country Park SANG – Increase existing meadow areas. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of 

arisings on site.  

Plainfield Farm – Leave sections of field uncut. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Sherborn Crescent - Leave sections of field uncut. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Learoyd Rd Open Space - Leave sections of field uncut. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings 

on site. 

Bourne Valley Park – Increase areas managed as meadow. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings 

on site. 

Turners Nursery - Leave sections of field uncut. Cut and collect once per year. Dispose of arisings on site. 

Haskell’s Recreation Ground - Leave sections of field uncut. Cut and collect once per year. Identify areas to 

dispose of clippings. 

 


